Vertebrobasilar ischemia.
Advances in stroke treatment are discussed in the context of vertebrobasilar ischemia. The anatomy of the vertebral and basilar arteries and the pathophysiology of posterior circulation stroke are reviewed. The diagnosis and management of patients with vertebrobasilar occlusion is emphasized and the controversies surrounding the use of intra-arterial and intravenous thrombolytic therapy in posterior circulation disease are addressed.